
Vanessa Butler joins Groundwork to provide support toward 
the development and implementation of Groundwork’s 
policy agenda, priorities and strategies through effective 
communication, advocacy, research and data analysis. 
Vanessa also provides targeted support to the Ohio Early 
Childhood Race and Rural Equity project. Additionally, 
Vanessa spearheads Groundwork’s efforts on lead poisoning 
and prevention, as well as the 2020 Census.

Prior to joining Groundwork, Vanessa served as the Civil 
Fellow for the Ohio State University’s Student Legal 
Services. During her fellowship, she assisted civil attorneys 
in providing thoughtful counsel and strategic outreach 
to undergraduate students on a broad portfolio of legal 
issues. She previously served as a Deputy Auditor for the 
Board of Revision in the Franklin County Auditor’s office for 
five years. Vanessa has also had a diverse set of internship 
experiences throughout her legal and undergraduate 
education that provided a strong professional foundation 
for public policy and service. Among them was an 
internship in the Ohio Senate serving a member whose 
work focused on education, criminal justice, and mental 
health and at the Franklin County Prosecutor’s Office in the 
civil division.

Vanessa is a recent Capital University Law School graduate 
where she was recognized for her leadership as a recipient 
of the Ambassador award. She served as the President of 

the Black Law Student Association, as well as Vice President 
of the Christian Legal Society during her time at Capital. 
Vanessa’s legal education was further distinguished by her 
participation in the law school’s externship program and  
the Columbus Bar Association’s Minority Clerkship Program. 

Vanessa currently serves on the board of directors for 
the W.O.R.T.H. Foundation, a non-profit organization 
advancing civic and leadership-based initiatives in the 
Columbus community. She has also been recognized for her 
commitment to her community and profession in the 11th 
edition of Who’s Who in Black Columbus. Vanessa holds 
a B.A. from Denison University and a Juris Doctorate from 
Capital University Law School.
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