HI Invest Early

or Pay Later

Ohio’s Early Childhood and Juvenile Justice Systems

Kids in Ohio are among the most likely in the nation to experience high rates of childhood
trauma and the vast majority of youth in Ohio’s juvenile courts have likely experienced
trauma. The link between childhood trauma and juvenile incarceration creates a cradle to
prison pipeline. During the earliest and most critical years of development, children are
highly vulnerable to adversity—and high rates of trauma put kids at greater risk for long-
term negative impacts on academic success, health, and behavior. Early investments like
quality child care, quality preschool, and evidence-based home visiting can help mediate
the effects of childhood trauma by increasing a child’s resiliency. Without the buffering im-
pact of resiliency factors, later interventions, like the juvenile justice system, are extremely
costly and ineffective in addressing the roots of a child’s behavior.

Ohio’s Early Childhood

Programs

Ohio’s Youth Prisons

Children Served

141,365 participants’

510 incarcerated* >

Annual State Spending

$323,616,460?

about $95,000,000°

Average Cost/Child

$4,966.54

$185,2307

Return on Investment

13%3

Unknown

Ohio is investing too little in the evidence-based programs that we know can improve
outcomes for youth, including community-based programs® and early childhood educa-
tion that increases school readiness, increase lifelong success, and reduce an individual’s
likelihood of serving jail or prison time by 46%. Instead, we are investing $95 million each
year to hold 500 youth in youth prisons that reach children too late, fail to address the root
causes of a child’s behavior, and results in a nearly 50% rate of recidivism. ?

The Bottom Line

If we make strategic, evidence-based investments in early childhood education, we can
give all kids the opportunity for success, significantly reduce the need for juvenile justice
intervention, and increase the efficiency and effectiveness of Ohio’s taxpayer dollars.
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