
	
 
Senator Sherrod Brown 
713 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

	

 

January 30, 2018 
 

Dear Senator Brown, 

Thank you for your recent commitment to Ohio’s children by reauthorizing the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program (CHIP) for six more years.  As the Executive Committee of Groundwork Ohio, the 

state leader in early childhood education advocacy, we appreciate your continued support of some of 

Ohio’s most at-risk kids.  Consistent with this commitment to CHIP, we urge you to increase funding 

for the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG). This substantial investment in access to 

high-quality child care will help parents work, boost the well-being of children, and make our 

economy stronger.  

Both families and providers in Ohio are struggling. Eligibility requirements are low, and the current 

system is not able to meet the needs of working families.  This increase will ensure that states have 

the resources they need to implement the provisions in the 2014 bi-partisan reauthorization of 

CCDBG that will bolster the quality and safety of child care and help families more easily access child 

care. The new funds will also allow nearly 230,000 additional children to receive child care assistance 

giving low-income working parents financial help to afford high-quality child care so they can succeed 

at work; help to fund salaries needed to attract and retain well-qualified child care professionals; and 

give children the early learning experiences they need to succeed in school and in life and to become 

productive members of the future workforce.  

In order to realize such a substantial—yet critical—investment in quality child care, it is necessary that 

you support increasing the budgetary caps on domestic spending.  Only by raising the caps and 

providing a proportionate increase in funding to the Labor-Health and Human Services-Education 

appropriations bill, can this increase in the CCDBG be achieved.  

Thank you again for your commitment to the future of our great state.  We look forward to working 

with you to make this investment a reality. 
 

Sincerely,	 

 

Shannon Jones  Stephanie Byrd            Robyn Lightcap 
Executive Director  Senior Vice President, Early Learning Strategies     Executive Director 
Groundwork Ohio  United Way of Greater Cincinnati               Learn to Earn Dayton 
      

 

Eric Karolak     Ron Rees 

Chief Executive Officer   Executive Director  

Action for Children    Corporation for Ohio Appalachian Development



 
 
Senator Rob Portman 
448 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

	

 

January 30, 2018 
 

Dear Senator Portman, 

Thank you for your recent commitment to Ohio’s children by reauthorizing the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program (CHIP) for six more years.  As the Executive Committee of Groundwork Ohio, the 

state leader in early childhood education advocacy, we appreciate your continued support of some of 

Ohio’s most at-risk kids.  Consistent with this commitment to CHIP, we urge you to increase funding 

for the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG). This substantial investment in access to 

high-quality child care will help parents work, boost the well-being of children, and make our 

economy stronger.  

Both families and providers in Ohio are struggling. Eligibility requirements are low, and the current 

system is not able to meet the needs of working families.  This increase will ensure that states have 

the resources they need to implement the provisions in the 2014 bi-partisan reauthorization of 

CCDBG that will bolster the quality and safety of child care and help families more easily access child 

care. The new funds will also allow nearly 230,000 additional children to receive child care assistance 

giving low-income working parents financial help to afford high-quality child care so they can succeed 

at work; help to fund salaries needed to attract and retain well-qualified child care professionals; and 

give children the early learning experiences they need to succeed in school and in life and to become 

productive members of the future workforce.  

In order to realize such a substantial—yet critical—investment in quality child care, it is necessary that 

you support increasing the budgetary caps on domestic spending.  Only by raising the caps and 

providing a proportionate increase in funding to the Labor-Health and Human Services-Education 

appropriations bill, can this increase in the CCDBG be achieved.  

Thank you again for your commitment to the future of our great state.  We look forward to working 

with you to make this investment a reality. 
 

Sincerely,	 

 

Shannon Jones  Stephanie Byrd            Robyn Lightcap 

Executive Director  Senior Vice President, Early Learning Strategies     Executive Director 

Groundwork Ohio  United Way of Greater Cincinnati               Learn to Earn Dayton 

      

 

Eric Karolak     Ron Rees 

Chief Executive Officer   Executive Director  

Action for Children    Corporation for Ohio Appalachian Development


