VOTE ¥
for OHIO KIDS

May 14, 2018

The Honorable Mike DeWine
174 E. Long Street
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Attorney General DeWine:

On behalf of the Vote for Ohio Kids campaign and its founding partners, Groundwork Ohio and
the Ohio Children’s Hospital Association, congratulations on being selected as the Republican
candidate for Governor of Ohio.

As you plan your next several months of engagement with Ohio voters, please include the Vote
for Ohio Kids Leadership Forum on September 27, 2018 from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM. This
unprecedented event held at the Greater Columbus Convention Center will bring together a
coalition of over 500 business, healthcare, and education leaders, as well as child advocates from
across the state, to dialogue with you and Mr. Richard Cordray on your plans for supporting
early education and healthcare for Ohio kids.

As you know, Vote for Ohio Kids is a statewide effort dedicated to ensuring Ohio’s next Governor
will make early education and child health a top priority. Our robust coalition is driving a
powerful agenda that puts Ohio kids front and center. We believe that Ohio’s next governor must
invest in proven, high-quality early childhood experiences for all Ohio kids to ensure school and
career success and support access to the essential healthcare services for all kids that are vital to
successful development.

With only 40% of Ohio’s kids entering kindergarten ready to learn, it’s no surprise that only 43%
of Ohio’s workforce has a degree or a credential for available jobs today. Compounding this
problem no doubt is the fact that in 2018, Ohio ranks 46th in the nation for kids experiencing
childhood trauma, which directly impacts their ability to learn. To change this reality, Ohio must
focus on the interventions that we know prepare kids for academic and career success —
voluntary, evidence-based home visiting, high quality child care and preschool, and the mental
and behavioral health services that support social and emotional learning.

Further, the evidence is clear that access to healthcare coverage from birth through childhood
directly impacts educational outcomes and leads to improvements in overall health during
adulthood—including lower rates of high blood pressure, diabetes after age 18, heart disease or
heart attack, and obesity. Today just 42% of kids have access to a regular medical home, and
Ohio ranks 48th in compliance with childhood immunizations. Sadly, Ohio’s health outcomes
for kids are discouraging, not to mention, costly for our communities and taxpayers.



We hope you will accept our invitation to share your plans and priorities for improving
accessibility and quality of early education and healthcare for our youngest Ohioans.
Additionally, enclosed is a candidate questionnaire that provides the opportunity for you to
outline your platform and priorities on a variety of early childhood issues. We hope these
questions will serve as a starting point for your discussion with our business leaders at the
Leadership Forum on September 27 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center.

Please contact Shannon Jones by phone (937-671-8575) or email (sjones@groundworkohio.org)
with questions or to RSVP for the event.

Sincerely,
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Shannon Jones -/ Nick Lashutka
Executive Director, Groundwork Ohio President & CEO, Ohio Children’s Hospital Association
Co-Founder, Vote for Ohio Kids Co-Founder, Vote for Ohio Kids

Ohio Business Supporters

Jane Grote Abell Steve Allen, MD
Chairwoman of the Board, Donatos Pizzeria, LLC ~ CEO, Nationwide Children’s Hospital
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Bruce Barnett, MD Linda Black-Kurek
Vice President, Medical Affairs, ProMedica President, Liberty Health Care Corporation
Toledo Children’s Hospital
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Ron Budzik Lee Carter

Consulting Director, Dayton Business Past-Chair, Board of Trustees, Cincinnati
Committee Children’s

Paul Clark William Considine

PNC Regional President, Cleveland CEO, Akron Children’s Hospital
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Tanny Crane
President and CEO, Crane Group

Paul M. Dutton

Partner/Attorney, Harrington, Hoppe &
Mitchell, Ltd.
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Alex Fischer
President & CEO, Columbus Partnership

Kay Geiger
PNC Regional President, Cincinnati
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John Haley

CEO, Gosiger, Inc.
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Bruce R. Hill
President and CEO, Buckeye Health Plan

Terri Kennedy

President, Rainbow Babies & Children’s
Hospital Foundation
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Patti DePompei

President, UH/Rainbow Babies & Children’s

Hospital
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Debbie Feldman
President & CEO, Dayton Children’s
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Michael Fisher,
President & CEO, Cincinnati Children’s

Michael Gonsiorowski
PNC Regional President, Columbus
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Lisa Hawker

President, Employee Benefits, Hylant
Group, Inc.
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Mark Jahnke
President and CEO, Katz Teller

Larry Klaben

President & CEO, Morris Furniture Company
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Stuart F. Kline
Chairman of the Board, Chase Properties

Bill McDonnell
PNC Regional President, Toledo

David C. Melin
PNC Regional President, Dayton
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Richard Munk, MD
Director of Medical Operations, ProMedica
Physicians Group
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Phillip L. Parker, CAE, CCE
President and CEO, Dayton Area Chamber
of Commerce

Arturo Polizzi
President, ProMedica Metro Region Acute
Care & ProMedica Toledo Children’s Hospital
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Ted Schmidt
PNC Regional President, Youngstown
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Daniel McCabe
Chief Administrative Officer, CareSource

Kevin McDonnell
President and CEO, Skyline Chili
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Pamela Morris
President & CEO, Retired, CareSource
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John C. Orr
President & CEO (retired), Myers Industries,
Inc.

John Pepper
Former Chairman and CEO, Procter &
Gamble

Jane Portman
Chair, Board of Trustees, Cincinnati
Children’s

Steve Shifman
President and CEO, Michelman, Inc.



o S

Eric F. Spina
President, University of Dayton

Richard Stoff
Founder and President (retired), Ohio
Business Roundtable
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Patrick J. Tiberi

President and CEO, Ohio Business
Roundtable
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Steve Wermuth
Partner, Strategic Health Care
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James Zimmerman

Former Chairman and CEO, Macy’s Inc.

Jim Spurlino
CEO, Spurlino Materials
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Kevin O. Thompson
PNC Regional President, Akron
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George Vincent
Managing Partner and Chairman,
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP

William R. Whistler
President & CEO, Shook Construction



